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W EST  PENWITH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


Council  Office, 

38,  Chapel  Street 
PENZANCE. 


To  tne  Chairman  and  Members  of 

the  West  Penwitn  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen,  • 

In  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1949  there  are 
few  items  on  which  comment  should  be  made  here  since  they 
are  dealt  with  in  the  text.  Without  doubt  tne  most 
essential  requirement  is  water  and  though,  obviously,  it 
is  not  possible  to  provide  everyone  everywhere  with  a  piped 
water  supply  however  remote  their  residence,  it  is  essential 
that  the  utmost  effort  should  be  made  to  ensure  a  reasonably 
adequate  supply  to  each  village.  The  Ministry  could  help 
a  great  deal  if  it  encouraged  reasonably  economic  local 
schemes  as  there  is  a  danger  that  everything  may  be  put  off 
for  the  major  scheme  -  when  this  eventually  turns  up.  None 
the  less,  we  should  not  allow  the  rainfall  which  is  reason¬ 
ably  plentiful  in  this  area  in  a  normal  year  to  run  to 
waste  as  we  are  now  apt  to  do  . 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairmam, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.K.  DUNS CO MBS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICAL  INFORMATION . 

±9W. 


1. 

Civilian  Population 

•  o  • 

•  •  •  i  •  • 

17 , 850 

2. 

Area 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  i 

...  59 , 792  acres 

3  • 

Rateable  Value 

•  0  0 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

£57,537. 

4. 

Product  of  Id  Rate 

•  •  0 

•  0  •  •  •  • 

£229  .  12  .  Od 

5  . 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 

•  •  • 

0*0  •  •  « 

5,680 

6 . 

Comparability  Factor 

•  0  • 

•  •  •  •  t  « 

0-83 

7. 

Live  Births  . . .  170 

Male  . 

149  Female . 

319  Total 

Rate  per  1,000  population  -  17*87 

8.  Still  Birtns  ...  3  Male.  1  Female.  4  Total 

Total  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Birtns  -  12*4 

9.  Total  Deaths  ...  125  Male.  124  Female.  249  Total 

Rate  per  1,000  population  -  13*95 

10.  Infant  Deaths  ...  7  Male.  2  Female.  9  Total 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  -  28*2 

11.  Maternal  Deatns  ...  .  NIL 

•  r 


TABLE  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH . 


Male.  Female.  Total. 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Tuberculosis  -  Other  Forms 
Influenza 

Cancer  of  Buc .  Cavity 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

Diabetes 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Diseases 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis 

Appendicitis 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Malformations,  and  Prematurity 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  Violent  Causes 
All  Other  Causes 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Heart  Disease 

•  •  • 

87. 

Cancer 

•  •  • 

45. 

Intracranial  V 

ascular  Lesions 

22  . 

Nephritis 

•  •  • 

11. 

Otner  Diseases 

of  Circulatory  System 

9. 

COMMENT.  Attention  must  be.  drawn  to  the  very  high  incidence, 
relatively,  of  deaths  due  to  Nephritis.  It  is  possible  that 
this  may  be  exceptional  this  year  but  none  the  less  a  disease 
which  is  responsible  for  nep.rly  5  per  cent  of  all  tne  deaths 
recorded  deserves  some  consideration,  and  further  enquiries  into 
it  will  be  made. 
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1 .  WATER  SUPPLIES 


DROUGHT . 


Unfortunately  little  improvement  in  the  village  supplies 
has  to  be  recorded.  Negotiations  witn  the  Camborne  'Water 
Company  for  a  supply  to  tne  parish  of  Gwinear-Gwithian  were 
continued  witn  varying  degrees  of  acerbity  though  just  after 
the  end  of  tne  year  the  Minister  indicated  that  the  terms  of 
the  Agreement  between  tne  Rural  District  Council  and  tne 
Company  for  the  supply  to  Gwinear-Gwithian  should  be  for 
twelve  years  as  the  Company  originally  requested. 

As  far  as  tne  Relubbus  Scheme  mentioned  in  my  list 
report  is  concerned,  no-one  seems  sufficiently  interested 
to  do  anything,  so  tnat  tne  finest  supply  in  the  whole  of 
West  Cornwall  is  still  going  to  waste  though  everyone  who 
has  seen  it  has  agreed  that  it  would  form  a  magnificent 
supply  capable  by  reason  of  its  abundance  of  providing  for 
a  very  wide  area.  It  is  hoped  that  tne  activities  of  tne 
various  Women’s  Institutes  who,  to  their  great  credit,  seem 
to  have  taken  the  lead  in  trying  to  get  water  to  rural  areas, 
will  bear  fruit,  and  that  as  a  result  this  excellent  source 
will  be  taken  up. 

The  usual  details  as  to  the  present  supply  to  the 
parishes  follow,  but  of  course,  owing  to  the  drought,  many 
areas  were  in  the  direst  straits  which  makes  the  waste  of 
the  Hayle  river  supply  all  the  more  disgraceful. 

One  point  which  has  arisen  in  connection  with  water 
supplies  is  that  for  the  provision  of  a  water  supply  to  the 
Council  houses  to  be  built  at  Lowerquarter ,  Ludgvan,  the 
Regional  Officer  of  the  Ministry  approved  a  supply  which, 
although  it  may  be  adequate,  is  not  pure,  without  the 
elementary  courtesy  of  obtaining  the  views  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  Automatic  chlorinating  plants  are  now 
quite  easy  to  obtain  and  to  omit  tne  simple-  precaution  of 
treating  the  water  may  seem  alright  to  Bristol  but  I  cannot 
agree  with  it. 

HAYLE .  Substantial  expenditure  must  shortly  be  incurred 
in  renewing  the  water  mains  in  Hayle.  Many  of  these  belong 
almost  to  the  category  of  ancient  monuments  and  continual 
breakages  bear  witness  to  their  extreme  old  age. 

SEMEN.  This  village,  both  Cove  ana  Churchtown,  has  never 
been  plentifully  supplied  with  water  and  the  water  rights 
will  revert  to  private  ownership  when  the  present  lease 
expires  in  1952.  It  would  be  too  optimistic  to  imagine 
the  major  scheme  will  eventuate  by  then  so  tnat  a  decision 
as  to  tne  Council’s  line  of  action  will  have  to  be  taken 
shortly . 

The  summary  of  tne  present  position  in  the  parishes 
is  as  follows  s- 

Some  parishes  have  more  than  one  hamlet  and  there 
may  be  more  than  one  type  of  supply  to  each  parish.  The 
following  letters  indicate  tne  type  of  supply. 

M  =  Main  Supply.  S  =  Standpipes.  W  =  Well  or  Spring. 

T  =  Rainwater  tanks  . 
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™eoTPiHsET 


Es  t . 
Pop . 
1939. 


14®  0j-  o-impj.es  taken 

Public  un-  Phi - 


Results 


S  ennen 

628 

2801 

M.i 

St.  Levan 

563 

1904 

S  J 

St .  Buryan 

1104 

2634 

s .: 

Sancreed 

595 

1786 

W.G 

Towednack 

278 

600 

w.l 

Z  enno  r 

255 

694 

W.T 

Madron 

1301 

3903 

s  .M 

Ludgvan 

2403 

583  6 

w.s 

Paul 

252 

712 

W.T 

Marazion 

1211 

4653 

M. 

SI .  Michaels 

Mount 

46 

355 

M. 

Gwinear- 

Gwithian 

1810 

1892 

1738 

W.T. 

St  .  Hilary 

724 

1524 

W  .  T . 

St .  Ertn 

1004 

2233 

W.T. 

Perranuthnoe 

934 

2682 

W.T. 

Hayla 

4437  20428 

M. 

Morvah 

80 

166 

W.T. 

Total 

inated.  and 
Filt 


1 


1 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1 


1 
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2  •  SEWERAGE , 


jjJ_General .  Schemes  for  „ 

deal ins  with  tho  S,  or  a  Proper  plant  for  q  +  ^ 

we  cannot  blind  ourselves  g  t^act^T^d*  W  se^ua  lut 

xact  that  to  deal  with  the  Cove 


any  sewerage  scheme  will  be  expensive.  The  Scheme  also  dealt 
with  the  Churchtown  area  but  not  with  the  Greens  Area  where  the 
Council  houses  are  situated.  It  was  proposed  to  deal  with 
them  by  a  separate  Scheme,  but  although  the  area  is  somewhat 
scattered  it  is  unfortunate  if  there  have  to  be  separate  Schemes 
as,  after  all,  the  population  is  not  large  and  from  the  Greens 
Area  the  sewage  can  gravitate  to  the  sewer  in  t^e  Cove. 

(c)  Goldsithney.  The  Goldsithney  sewerage  plant  continued  to 
be  grossly  overloaded  and  we  certainly  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
continue  to  pour  out  so  bad  an  effluent.  The  case  for  a  com¬ 
plete  new  sewerage  scheme  is  overwhelming  and  will  become  even 
more  so, if  that  is  possible,  when  the  water  scheme  for  the 
village  comes  along  as  it  is  expected  to  do  next  year. 

(d)  Long  Hock  -  Sewer  Outfall.  As  each  year  goes  by  with 
nothing  done  the  damage  to  this  outfall  by  heavy  weather  gets 
progressively  worse.  The  Council  had  a  report  from  a  firm  of 
Consultant  Engineers  of  high  standing  which  provided  for  the 
construction  of  a  small  plant  inland.  The  cost  of  this  was 
high  (about  £110  per  house)  and  the  question  of  pumping  the 
sewage  to  the  Ponsandane  Outfall  of  the  Penzance  Borough  was 
explored.  Nothing  resulted  from  the  enquiries  ana  indeed  such 
a  trunk  sewer  was  also  likely  to  be  costly.  In  the  meantime 
the  outfall  has  now  broken  completely  and  discharges  its  contents 
on  to  the  beach  at  about  half -tide  mark.  T-he  beach  is  a  popular 
one  with  visitors  and  there  have  been  adverse  comments. 

(e)  Hayle.  This  is  a  small  town  with  several  industrial  plants. 
All  the  sewage  is  discharged  above  half -tide  mark,  some  into  a 
dock,  the  rest  into  part  of  the  tidal  basin.  In  addition  the 
level  of  the  sewer  along  the  main  street  is  so  flat  that  at 
Spring  tides  tnere  is  considerable  surcharging.  Hayle  is  one 
of  the  designated  areas  of  heavy  industry  in  the  County  and 
therefore  is  likely  to  retain  somewhere  near  its  present 
population  for  a  number  of  years,  if  in  fact  it  does  not  sub¬ 
stantially  increase  and  a  new  nousing  estate  of  9^  houses  will 
shortly  be  adieu  to  swell  the  flood.  It  is  important,  there¬ 
fore,  that  the  Council  give  consideration  to  the  construction 

of  some  works  which  will  prevent  the  discharge  of  crude  sewage. 
This  project,  involving  as  it  would  do  an  alteration  in  the  levels 
and  sizes  of  sewers  and  provision  of  a  treatment  works,  would 
cost  a  considerable  amount  but  it  simply  must  be  considered  as 
we  are  not  likely  to  be  allowed  to  continue  to  pollute  the  dock 
area  for  much  longer. 

3  .  INFECTIONS  DISEASE  . 

Although  the  extremely  fine  weather  and  the  visit  of  the 
Western  Union  Fleet  brought  immense  numbers  of  persons  into  the 
area,  we  escaped  with  but  little  infectious  disease.  Three 
cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  local  residents  and  one  in  a  visitor 
were  the  sum  total,  while  the  only  otner  untoward  event  was  the 
outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  which  six  persons  in  this  district 
were  affected  through  eating  tongue  which  nad  become  infected 
after  being  boiled  and  left  to  cool.  The  usual  details  of 
this  outbrep„k  which  was  due  to  the  organism  which  is  now  the 
principal  cause  of  food  poisoning  were  furnisheu  to  tne  Ministry, 
(See  Appendix) 
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4.  STAFF. 


Tne  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  returned  to  duty  after  his 
serious  illness  and  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  was 
appointed,  though  it  was  only  after  some  Ministerial  resistance 
that  the  usual  grant  on  his  salary  was  forthcoming.  He  has 
proved  a  most  valuable  addition  to  the  Staff.  However,  it 
must  be'  stated  that  the  Health  Department  is  being  asked  to 
prepare  far  too  many  Water  and  .Sewerage  Schemes.  We  now  have 
so  many  of  these  on  tne  anvil  that  the  general  public  health 
work  is  suffering.  The’  Council  will  not  appoint  a  Consulting 
Engineer  to  advise  them  in  the  very  difficult  problems  of 
providing  water  ana  sewerage  in  a  difficult  rural  area  and 
also  do  not,  or  will  not,  realise  that  it  is  one  thing  to 
resolve  for  example  that  a  scheme  to  supply  water  to  a  certain 
area  be  prepared,  but  that  its  actual  preparation  is  a  very 
different  kettle  of  fish,  resulting  in  very  many  hours  of  work 
on  the  drawing  board  or  on  the  site  taking  levels,  filling  in 
the  requisite  forms  for  submission  to  the  Ministry,  etc. 

In  1947  I  recommended  that  the  Council  would  be  well 
advised  to  retain  tne  services  of  a  Consulting  Engineer,  to 
advise  them  in  their  engineering  problems  for  which  after 
all  a  Sanitary  Inspector  is  not  qualified,  but  tne  Council 
did  not  see  fit  to  accept  my  advice  as  they  felt  the  fees 
would  be  heavy.  The  obvious  answer  then  in  this  case  is  the 
employment  of  their  own  Engineer.  This  would  do  away  with 
most  of  the  difficulties  I  have  mentioned  and  the  Council  is 
certainly  large  enough  and  financially  able  to  have  such  an 
officer  on  its  staff.  The  vaiious  problems  including  that 
of  coast  defence  works  are  so  many  that  his  time  would, 
without  doubt,  be  very  adequately  occupied. 

5  .  HOUSING- . 

( a  V  General . 

During  the  year  the  Council  continued  their  progress  at 
a  slightly  increased  tempo  especially  at  Ludgvan  and  Hayle . 

I  have  repeatedly  mentioned  the  need  for  houses  in  the  latter 
urbanised  area  and  even  200  houses  will  not,  in  all  probability, 
be  enough  to  cope  with  the  remand  which  includes,  of  course, 
applications  from  those  persons  now  living  in  the  wooden  huts 
on  the  Towans  at  Hayle.  No-one  with  the.  interests  of  the 
health  of  the  public  at  heart  can  be  satisfied  that  people 
must  remain  there  permanently,  particularly  under  winter  con¬ 
ditions,  and  I  nave  never  concealed  my  view  that  these  huts 
are  not  suitable  for  permanent  occupation  but  still  they  are 
a  great  deal  better  than  nothing,  and  the  Council  are  to  be 
congratulate-!  in  holding  f0,st  to  the  principle -of  requisition¬ 
ing  them  in  spite  of  considerable  opposition. 

(b)  Points  Scheme.  The  present  system  of  allocation  of  houses 
is  not  satisfactory  and  the  recent  issue  of  the  booklet  on  the 
Selection  of  Tenants  provides  a  good  opportunity  of  revising 
the  present  practice.  It  is  understood  that  at  one  time  the 
Council  actually  had  some  sort  of  a  Points  Scheme  in  existence 
but  it  has  been  allowed  to  lapse.  A  new  Scheme  is  therefore 
necessary  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  come  into  operation 
in  1950,  though  in  the  view  of  our  small  allocation  it  is  not 
likely  to  prove  too  great  a  burden  on  the  responsible  depart¬ 
ment.  However,  in  view  of  the  numbers  of  houses  for  which 
the  Council  are  now  responsible  some  alteration  in  the  Scheme 
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of  Management  is  very  desirable.  Though,  so  far,  the  numbers 
of  nouses  and  of  applicants  may  not  yet  justify  the  appointment 
of  a  Housing  Manager  there  is  already  a  considerable  amount  of 
work  involved  in  the  actual  lay  to  ^ay  running. 

(c)  Accommodation  for  Old  People.  As  by  1970  a  relatively 
large  proportion  of  the  population  of  this  area  will  be  over 
65  years  of  age  it  is  necessary  therefore  to  give  some  con¬ 
sideration  to  this.  It  can  probably  be  said  that  in  the 
relatively  scattered  rural  are?.s  the  old  people  are  more  likely 
to  be  looked  after  at  home  or  near  by  than  is  the  case  in  the 
more  urbanised  areas  and  that,  therefore,  the  proportion  of 
persons  for  whom  housing  accommodation  may  have  to  be  provided 
is  hot  so  high  as  it  might  be  otherwise.  However,  it  is 
essential  to  look  for  a  reasonably  level  site  not  too  far  from 
civilised  amenities  so  that  old  persons  of  either  sex  can  spend 
the  eventide  of  their  life  in  reasonably  happy  and  comfortable 
surroundings . 

The  number  of  houses  built  during  the  year 

(a)  By  the  Council  was  40. 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  was  6. 

6.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT. 

Owing  to  the  difficulties  in  providing  local  health 
authority  services  even  in  the  towns  it  is  not  possible  to 
record  any  advance  in  the  provision  of  clinics,  etc.,  for  the 
Rural  District  as  a  whole  .  However,  in  view  of  its  population 
and  of  the  possibility  of  providing  for  the  Parishes  of  St. 

Erth,  and  Gwinear-Gwithian  also,  the  question  of  providing  a 
clinic  at  Hayle  was  actively  pushed  forward. 

The  County  Council  gave  the  project  the  highest  priority 
for  National  Health  Service  building  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
the  plans  have  been  approved  by  the  Area  Committee.  With 
reasonable  speed  on  the  part  of  all  it  might  be  quite  possible 
for  the  clinic  to  be  opened  in  1951  as  part  of  the  celebration 
of  the  Festival  of  Britain. 

7.  TUBERCULOSIS . 

There  are  far  too  many  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  our  Register. 
The  figures  are  given  at  the  end  from  whic h  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  cases  of  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  for  West 
Penwith  are  greater  than  all  tne  other  three  areas  together. 

This  is  a  sombre  fact  which  points  to  much  greater  care  in  the 
detection  of  Tuberculous  cattle  ana  their  consequent  destruction 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  Raw  milk  does  not  have  many 
virtues  when  it  includes  virulent  Tubercle  Bacilli. 
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REPORT  OR  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


1949. 

1.  REFUSE  REMOVAL  END  DISPOSAL. 

Removal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  authority, 
with  tne  exception  of  very  isolated  houses.  The  collection 
is  maintained  by  two  vehicles  but  an  additional  one  has  been 
ordered  of  larger  capacity  and  when  it  arrives  it  is  hoped  to 
meet  with  the  further  demands  especially  from  the  Western  End 
of  the  district  during  summer  months. 

The  controlled  tip  at  Gwithian  is  still  being  used  and  is 


also  being  utilised  by  the  St.  Ives  Corporation. 

2 .  HOUSING . 

1.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for 

defects  urner  the  Housing  acts  ...  348 

2.  No.  of  houses  dealt  with  under  Section  9 

of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936  ...  1 

3.  No.  of  houses  dealt  with  under  Section  11 

of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936  ...  15 

4.  Remedy  of  defects  by  informal  Notices  ...  23 

5 .  Remedy  of  defects  by  Statutory  Notices  ...  3 

6.  No.  of  overcrowding  cases  reported 

during  tne  year  ...  7 

3  •  DAIRIES.  COWSHEDS  aND  MILKSHOPS  , 


Many  visits  were  made  to  the  Cowsheds  in  the  area. 

Close  co-operation  with  the  Cornwall  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  in  connection  with  Milk  Contracts  is  maintained,  but 
as  from  October  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  take 
aver  the  building,  etc.,  but  the  drainage,  etc.,  that  still 
remains  with  the  Local  Authority  is  carried  out  with  co-opera¬ 
tion  from  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry. 

4.  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOL. 

The  system  whereby  all  animals  for  human  consumption  in 
this  area  are  slaughtered  and  inspected  in  the  Borough  of 
Penzance  is  still  operative. 

Other  food  rejected  as  unsound  ...  672  lbs. 

5 .  ICE  CREAM  REGULATIONS. 

Sampling  was  carried  out  throughout  the  area.  Sixty 
samples  were  taken  with  the  following  results 

Grade  1  ...  19.  Grade  2  ...  14 

Grade  3  . . .  15  Grade  4  ...  12 


-  7  - 


6  .  MISCELLANEOUS . 


Miscellaneous  Visits  144 

New  Drainage  Works  inspections  ...  47 

Drains  found  Defective  ...  ...  44 

Drains  Repaired  or  Renewed  .  38 

Visits  re  housing  defects  under 

Public  Health  Act  505 

Housing  Repairs  "37 

Insufficient  or  Defective  Closets  ...  ,  y  9  ... 

Closets  Repaired  or  Renewed  ...  8 

Visits  to  Knackers  Yards  . 6 

Knackers  Yard  Licences  and  Renewals..  2 

Sewage  Samples  taken  by  County 

Council  ...  2 

Visits  re  Moveable  Dwellings  ...  26 

Licences  Granted  or  Renewed  ...  18 

Visits  re  Dirty  and  Infested  i.dv 

Premises  ...  4 

Disinfestations  4 

Visits  re  Registration  of  Ice 

Cream  Premises  ...  ...  67 

Premises  Registered  for  Ice  Cream  ...  36 

Visits  re  Accumulation  or  Deposits  ..  7 

Visits  re  Water  Supplies  .  461 

Visits  re  Sewerage  ...  ...  248 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  ...  38 

Disinfections  ...  ...  18 

Visits  re  Refuse  Tips  46 

Visits  re  Life  Saving  Apparatus  ...  10 

Inspections  of  Food  Stores  and 

Shops  .  . .  37 

Inspections  of  Public  Conveniences  . .  37 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  ...  ...  26 

Inspections  of  Factories  ...  ...  49 

Pollution  of  Rivers  Inspections  ...  6 


7  .  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

The  Housing  Survey  has  been  re-commenced  by  Mr.  Dowding, 
new  additional  Sanitary  Inspector.  Three  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  houses  have  been  surveyed  and  the  houses  placed  in  their 
respective  categories. 

8.  LIFE  SAVING  APPARATUS. 

Life  Saving A'ppddLances  have  been  maintained  at  various 
parts  of  tne  area  wnere  bathing  takes  place.  The  best  thanks 
of  the  Council  are  due  to  the  Boy  Scouts  Movement  for  their  co¬ 
operation  in  reporting  if  any  defect  is  found  in  the  apparatus 
or  the  boxes  between  the  times  of  the  visits  by  the  Officer  of 
the  Council. 

These  are  now  overhauled  each  year  and  repaired  or  replaced 
during  the  winter  months  reaay  to  be  put  out  in  position  again 
by  Easter. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS ,  1937  and  1948, 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF 
THE  YEAR  1949  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  Off  WEST  .PEN  WITH  IN  THE 

COUNTY  OF  CORNWALL. 


P^RT  1  OF  THE  ACT . 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in 
eluding  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises  . 

Number  Number  of  . - 

on  Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 

.Register.  tions.  Notices.  Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.. 
1,2, 3, 4,  &  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  authorities.. 

35. 

23  .  2  • 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Sec.  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority . 

123  . 

26 . 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority.  (Excluding 
out -workers '  premises). 

Total 

158. 

•  2 .  — 

2  .  Cases  in  which  DBFECTSwere  found 

Cases 

i 

in  which  defects  were  found 

Particulars . 

Found.  Reme 
died 

-  To  H.M.  By  H.M,  Number 
.  Inspec-  Ins-  where 

tor.  pector.  procecu- 

tions  in¬ 
stituted  . 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

2.  2. 

_  -  - 

Total 

2  .  2  . 

PnRT  VIII  of  the  Act. 

OUTWORK 

Sections  110  and  111. 

NIL. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES , 

( CORRECTED  NOTIFICATIONS ) 

1949. 


Disease , 

Penzance . 

West  Pehwith. 

St .  Ives . 

St .  Just . 

Diphtheria . 

1. 

1. 

1. 

- 

Scarlet  Fever, 

5. 

- 

3. 

1. 

Measles  . 

24. 

205. 

60  . 

34. 

Whooping  Cough. 

3  . 

26. 

12  . 

— 

Cerebrp-s  pinal 
fever . 

i 

.  i 

1. 

- 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis . 

i  • 

8 .  ; 

3 . 

2. 

Acute,  Polio¬ 
encephalitis  . 

l. 

1.  ; 

•  .  ' ;  ;  j 

1. 

- 

Pneumonia.  f 

— 

7  . 

■!  1. 

6 . 

Erysipelas. 

- 

3  . 

4. 

- 

Food  Poisoning . 

3. 

6  . 

1. 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1. 

— 

— 

9  « 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION . 

1949  . 

• 

i 

Area . 

i 

i 

Number  of  Children  who  Completed 
a  full  Course  of  Immunisation  in 

1949. 

Number  of  Children 
Receiving 
Refresher  Doses . 

Under  5 

.  5-14. 

Total . 

PENZANCE  . 

2.15  . 

48. 

263  . 

337. 

ST.  IVES. 

'40. 

6. 

46. 

9. 

WEST  PENWITH . 

166 , 

19. 

185  . 

66 . 

ST.  JUST. 

54. 

10  . 

64. 

• 

« — 1 

/  / 


I 

i. 


Deatns .  Total  Notifications  -  48. 

Total  Deatns  -  23  . 
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TUBERCULOSIS .  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  FOR  1949 . 


APPENDIX  C . 


FOOD  POISONING  NOTIFICATIONS. 

Corrected . 


1.  Local  Authority.  West  penwith  Rural  District. 

2 .  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  Returned 

to  Registrar  General . 


1st 

Quarter . 

2nd  Quarter. 

3  rd 

Quarter . 

4th 

Quarter . 

Total . 

M 

F . 

M.  F  . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F . 

M.  F . 

- 

-  •  •  f  -  ...  *  ■ 

- 

3  . 

3 : 

— 

— 

3.  3. 

3  .  Outbreaks  due  to'  Identified  Agents  . 


Total  Outbreaks .  “  Total  Cases .  Agent . 

1 .  6 .  S .  Typhi-Murium 

/  Tongue . 


4  f  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered 

Cause  . 

Total  Outbreaks.. 

■Nil. 

|  *  . . .i  *  '  . 

5 .  Single  Cases  . 

Agent  Identified  . 

Nil , 


Total  Cases . 

Nil . 

•  * 

Cause  Unknown .  Total . 
Nil  ... 


Nil. 


PENZANCE  (HAYLE  DIVISION)  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  PORT  HEALTH  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 

(1)  Source  of  supply  for  (a)  Port,  (b)  Snipping.  FROivi  COUNCIL'S 

MAINS. 

(2)  Hydrants  and  hose  pipes.  YES,  ON  QUAY.  _ 

What  precautions  are  taken  against  contamination?  COVeReD . 

(3)  No.  of  water  boats  and  their  sanitary  condition.  NI L . 

PORT  HEALTH  REGULATIONS.  1933  and  1943. 

(1)  Arrangements  for  dealing  with  Declaration  of  Health. 

CERTIFICATES  FROM  MASTERS  AND  PREVENTION  OFFICERS. 

(2)  Boarding  of  vessels  on  arrival.  NO NR . 

(3)  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  inward  vessels  requiring  special 
attention  ('wireless  messages,  land  signal  stations,  information 
from  pilots,  Customs  Officers,  etc.) 

(4)  Mooring  stations  designated  under  Articles  10.  WITHIN  THE  DOCK. 

(5)  Particulars  of  any  standing  exemptions  from  the  provisions  of 
Article  14. 


(6)  Experience  of  working  of  Article  16. 


(7)  What,  if  any,  arrangements  nave  been  made  for 


(c) 

(d) 


(e) 

(f) 


Premises  and  waiting  rooms  for  medical  examination.  NONE. 
Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons  and  clothing 


and  other  articles.  SHIPS  (AND  PERSONS)  ARE  CLEANSED  AND 
DISINFECTED  UNDER  THE  SUPERVISION  OF  THE  PORT  SANITARY  IN- 

ctj  n  r  ArntJTT.Tr*  a  a  ma  .to  a  u  it\t  nT  ■•t'o  i'  to  lp  “ntr'A  t  m  wt  mu  v  A. 


3PECT0R . 

CLOTHING  Ai 

^D  OTHER  ARTICLES  ARE  DEALT  WITH  BY  AR- 

RANGEMENT 

WITH  THE  NE£ 

iT  CORNWALL  HOSPITAL  STERILIZATION  DEPT 

Premises  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of  persons  for  whom 
such  accommodation  is  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  Regu¬ 
lations.  NONE. 

Hospital  accommodation  available  for  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow 
Fever,  Small  Pox  and  other  infectious  diseases.  CASES  OF 
PLaGUE,  CHOLERA,  YELLOW  FEVER.  .*ND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IWITH  THE  EXCEPTION  OF  SMALL  PQX V  aRE  SENT  TO  THE  COUNTY  ISO¬ 

LATION  HOSPITAL.  TRURO. 

THE  ^RKANGEME NTS  IN  REGARD  TO  SMALL  POX  ARE  FOLLOWS ;  - 

INFORM,  BY  PHONE.  DR~  JOHNSTONE.  S WILLEY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL , 

PLYMOUTH.  (TEL.  4311  PLYMOUTHT. 

CONTACT  DR.  PEARSON  (M.Q.H.  PLYMOUTH)  ASKING  FOR  AMBULANCE  TO 

REMOVE  SAME'  (OR  IN  HIS  ABSENCE  RING  UP  PLYMOUTH  ..MBULANCB 

BUREAU).  THE  CASE  WILL  THEN  BE  REMOVED  BY  AMBULANCE  TO 

LISKEARD  SMALL  POX  HOSPIT LLV. 

Ambulance  transport.  AMBULANCE  TRANSPORT  IS  NOW  CARRIED  OUT 
AS  PART  OF  THE  NEW  HEALTH  SERVICES  AND  OPERATES  THROUGH  THE 

DISTRICT  OR  AREA  AM BULANCS  BUREAU.  AN  EXCEPTION  TO  THIS  AR¬ 
RANGEMENT  WITH  REGARD  TO  SM^LL  POX  CASES  IS  MENTIONED  UNDER 
Td )  ABOVE,  WHERE  PLYMOUTH  IS  THE  CENTRE  FROM  WHICH  OPERATES 

THE  PROVISION  OF  nMBULRNCES . 

Supervision  of  contacts.  PORT  HEALTH  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


(8)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examinations 
of  rats  for  plague.  COUNTY  PATHOLOGIST. 


(9) 


Arrangements  for  other  bacteriological  or  pathological  examina¬ 
tions.  COUNTY  PATHOLOGIST. 


(10) 


Information  as  to  the  location,  days  and  hours  of  the 
available  facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
venereal  disease  among  merchant  seamen  under  international 
arrangements,  including  in  patient  treatment  also  as  to 
the  steps  taken  to  make  these  facilities  known  to  seamen. 

AT  CLINIC  AT  WEST  CORNWALL  HOSPITAL  ADVERTISE!)  BY  POSTERS 

IN  DOCKS  AND  URIELS  . 

(11)  Arrangements  for  the  interment  of  dead.  MORTUARY . ' 

(12)  A  large  well  built  grain  store  has  been  erected  and  this  / 
h?vS  been  rendered  rat-proof.  This  building  has  been 
inspected  and  should  prove  entirely  satisfactory. 

On  the  18th  November,  1949,  a  communication  was  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Swansea  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
together  with  a  copy  of  bacteriological  report  upon  a 
sample  of  water  taken  from  the  fresh  water  tanks  of  the- 
M.V.  "Wimborne" .  This  drinking  water  wab  presumed  to 
have  been  taken  in  at  Hayle  and  the  bacteriologist’s 
report  upon  same  stated  "that  it  was  unsatisfactory,  having 
a  high  degree  of  bacterial  .'contamination'/  . 

i  •  i  :  j 

i  :  Investigations  showed.,  however,  that  the  tank  was 

almost  certainly  contaminated  prior,  to  being  filled  with 
water  at  Hayle,  and  all  examinations  of  the  Hayle  Water 
Supply  (which  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  before  delivery) 
have  always  shown  samples-  to  be  perfectly  satisfactory. 

The  vessel  was  boarded  and  the  water  tank  examined,  full 
instructions  were  given  to  the  Captain  of  the  Vessel  in 
regard  to  the  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  the  tank. 

i  ;  m  i  ; 

(13)  Other  matters,  if  any,  requiring  or  receiving  attention. 

NONE . 

/  /  •  <  / 
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SHIPPING  EMTERIiMG  PORT  OF  HAYLB  DURING  YEAR  BINDING 

DECEMBER,  1949. 


